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About the speaker: 

Lél F. Somogyi 
Mr. Lél F. Somogyi has written numerous articles on Hungarian history and culture over the last 35 

years. His work has been published by Cleveland State University and Columbia University, 
among others.  

In the mid-1970’s, he was coauthor of the book “Faith & Fate: A Short Cultural History of 
Hungary.” His article on “Hungarian Cultural Contributions” detailing the contribution of 
Hungarians to the cultural mosaic of the world is part of the ClevelandMemory.org material 
on Hungarians and Their Communities in Cleveland.  

For the last decade he has edited and been the editor of the Krónika, an annually published 300+ 
page book of collected articles in Hungarian and English on culture, history, political science 
and technological topics published by the Hungarian Association and the Árpád Academy, of 
which he is director with the title of Secretary-General.  

Mr. Somogyi is also active in a number of other Hungarian organizations as well as being the 
editor and publisher of web sites for a number of organizations including the Cleveland 
Hungarian Scouts. 

In his professional career, he has served as a management consultant and the practice director of 
strategic planning for Ernst & Young, as well as being an information technology business 
entrepreneur working with companies in Hungary in the 1990’s. For the last decade he has 
served in various business technology management roles in Cleveland area manufacturing 
companies, and currently is a project manager.  In May 2009 he went to Hungary with a 
NEOhio delegation to foster relationships with Hungarian innovators to bring ideas, products, 
innovations and jobs to Northeast Ohio. 
 



Springtime in the Garden 



Summer in the Garden 



Fall in the Garden 



History 

• 75 years spanning the lives of generations 
of Hungarians in Cleveland. 

• A vital, living, tribute to a great heritage. 

• A future assured so we can deliver a 
global message. 

 



From the official Federation history 



1938 was the year of  
formal dedication 



Under Construction in 1936 



Francz Liszt 1934 plaque 





Day of Dedication in 1938 



Rededication in 2008 









Andrea Lazar and Ernie Mihaly 





European Thrush 













Excerpt from article about meaning of the 
Verhovay Vaskapu (Diszkapu) 





Dignitaries on the Podium at the Dedication 



Summary of Speech by Nicolas Roosevelt 

About Hungarian temperment, similarity to Americans, against dictators, for 
minority rights, annecdote about American Hungarian who paid back relief 
money received. 



Proof of Harold Atkinson as HCG Designer 



Now, let’s take an 
imaginary trip to Hungary 
and to the Hungarian 
Cultural Garden. 
First, imagine you are in 
Hungary, in Budapest, 
walking in Buda on Castle 
Hill. 
 

You have climbed up the 
hillside park steps and 
now you are walking 
around the area of the 
Royal Palace looking out 
over the city, the Danube 
and the bridges. 
 

You see the formal 
circular garden on the 
Buda side of the Lánc 
bridge.  
 

You are reminded of the 
Hungarian Cultural 
Garden, which embodies 
the same elements of 
design, taken from the 
best concepts of the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 



Buda Castle viewed from the Gellért Hill 





Now, envision the 
design of the 
Hungarian Garden. 
 

It reflects the culture 
and architecture of 
Budapest in the early 
part of the 20th 
century. 
 

The landscape of our 
Garden is compact, 
opulent and formal. 
 

It’s focal point is the 
reflecting pool and 
fountain, leading to a 
terrace not unlike that 
of the Castle on Buda 
Hill. 







The Garden was built using WPA funds, using people and resources from the 
government, not from the American Hungarian community. 
 

Since in 1933 31% of labor force of 500,000 in Cleveland were jobless, the 
gardens were a great way to give work to many who needed it. 
 

A lot of government funds were spent on the garden. Over this 70 year period 
annual inflation is over 4% per year. Therefore $1.00 in 1938 had about the 
same buying power as $15.15 in 2008. 
   
Cost of the garden:  
• The Hungarian Committee spent about $46,000 by 1937.  

• They raised an additional $5000 or so for the gateway.  

• To put this in perspective, in 2008 dollars, this translates to a total 
of at least $768,000, of mostly government money.  

• The Hungarian community portion in 2008 dollars is $79,000 of this 
amount. 

 
[By 1936 the Hungarian Committee has spent $28,000, which in 2008 is worth $426,000.   

By 1937 they spent another $17,377.00, which in 2008 is worth over $263,000.   

Then they raised another $5,187.00, which in 2008 is worth around $79,000.00.  

Thus, in effect they spent at least $768,000, mostly of government money, to build 
the Hungarian Cultural Garden. Source: Hungarians in America - Az Amerikai Magyarság 
Aranykönyve (Cleveland, Ohio: Published by Szabadság - Hungarian Daily, 1941), p. 
47.  It was introduced by Zoltán Gombos and prefaced by John Körösföy.] 



This is a “Garden of Culture” and a “Garden of Peace” 
 

The land was dedicated with a relief plaque honoring Franz Liszt in 
1934. 

 

For the next 4 years, the garden was built out, slowly, with WPA 
workers. 

 

The Hungarian community made it their own with the design and 
dedication of the Verhovay Gate, built from the donations of American 
Hungarians. 

 

Dedication of the Verhovay Gate in 1938 (and formal dedication of 
the Garden).  



After the dedication, nothing happened with the Garden. Why? 

Tensions were already rising in Europe. 
 

Hitler had already occupied Austria in March 1938. By September 
1938, Hungary was in the middle of it all, on the wrong side. By 
November 1938, Hungary was heavily committed to what turned 
out to be the wrong side of the conflict.  
 

In America, alarm rose against the nationalities. 
 

The Hungarians here were intimidated and scared. They were 
concerned for their livelihood and their families. And because the 
Hungarians here could not do much, their influence quickly 
decreased.  



Let’s jump forward a few years and note the events 
that took place in the Garden: 

 

Flagpole – 1941 
 

It is after the war and after the 1940’s, in the 
1950’s, before anything else happens in the Garden! 

 

Honoring poets, with a national flavor and focus on 
the language 

 

Imre Madách – 1950 (The Tragedy of Man) 
 

Endre Ady – 1954 (20th Century Petőfi) 
 

The final activity of significance is in 1956 - 
honoring the intellectual Prof Joseph Reményi – 1956 
(Prof, writer, poet and lecturer, interpreter of life and 
beauty, “Man carries with himself immortality”) 

 
 

None of the other plans were ever realized! 



Garden went from Exquisite Garden Gem into Stagnation and 
Utter Neglect. 
 

It was – a sparkling star for just a brief few months – in 1938, 
on that day of July 10,1940’s – quickly forgotten due to the war 
because Hungary was on the side of the enemy. 
  

1950’s – in the early 1950’s it was already run down and 
neglected – even before I was born in 1954. 
 

Then came the 1960’s – riots, and huge change in society 

From the 1970’s through 2000 – the Garden was a no-man’s 
land, mostly forgotten, avoided and no longer of interest to the 
Hungarian community. 



The Future plans were never realized….  
 

There were “Future plans” for the adornment 
of the Hungarian Garden with busts. There 
were 11 pedestals in place for planned busts, 
that never came to be… 
 

As the plans said, it was “To honor famous 

Hungarians who have contributed to both national 

Hungarian and to universal culture.” 





Sandor Petofi, who wrote some of Hungary's greatest national poetry 

 

Janos Arany, arguably the greatest Hungarian lyrist, an epic genius, and grand 

master of the Hungarian language 

 

Mor Jokai, a popular, stunningly insightful, romantic novelist  

 

Farkas Bolyai, world-class mathematician  

 

Ignac Semmelweis, medical genius advancing the state of the art  

  

Mihaly Munkacsy, the world-renowned landscape and portrait artist, painter of 

amazingly unique historical subjects, including the famous "Milton Dictating 

Paradise Lost to his Daughters” 

 

Bela Bartok, the consummate collector of Hungarian songs and composer of 

operatic, choral, symphonic, vocal, violin and piano works, in whose last string 

quartets there has been discovered a close spiritual kinship with those of 

Beethoven.” 

What was planned but never realized … 



Sandor Petofi, who wrote some of 

Hungary's greatest national poetry 



János Arany 

Janos Arany, arguably the greatest 

Hungarian lyrist, an epic genius, and grand 

master of the Hungarian language 



Mor Jokai 

Mor Jokai, a 

popular, stunningly 

insightful, romantic 

novelist  



Farkas Bolyai 

Farkas Bolyai, 

world-class 

mathematician  



Ignac Semmelweis 

Ignac Semmelweis, 

medical genius 

advancing the state 

of the art  



Mihaly Munkacsy 

Mihaly Munkacsy, 

the world-renowned 

landscape and 

portrait artist, painter 

of amazingly unique 

historical subjects, 

including the famous 

"Milton Dictating 

Paradise Lost to his 

Daughters” 



Bela Bartok 

Bela Bartok, the 

consummate 

collector of 

Hungarian songs 

and composer of 

operatic, choral, 

symphonic, 

vocal, violin and 

piano works, in 

whose last string 

quartets there 

has been 

discovered a 

close spiritual 

kinship with 

those of 

Beethoven.” 



So here we are in the 21st Century. 
 

There was a rebirth and reawakening in the early 2000’s. 

 
Spurred on by the actions of the Cultural Garden 

Federation --- 
 

People like Ernie Mihály, who kept the Garden alive and 
spent his own time on it. Continuing the tradition of keeper of 
the Garden’s memory, Lili Volosin. 

 

All of the committee members and the 12 directly 
supporting organizations and hundreds of dedicated, donating 
individuals. 

 

So now, here we are. We started over at 70, and we’re 
going strong at 75! 

 

There is a rededication and revitalization. We have found 
the energy to preserve, and to improve, the Garden, this year 
of 2013 we plan for the 75th anniversary. 



Our plans are to: 
 
Realize the great potential of the garden,  
 
Broadcast the message of peace and the Hungarian spirit of 1956 

reflecting our utter dedication and commitment to freedom, 
 
Honor the astounding accomplishments of Hungarian culture,  
 
Recognize the amazing contributions of Hungarians in every 

country to the advancement of universal humanity. 
 

These are truly vitally important messages, especially in a world 
linked economically, creating a new global civilization and culture, 
but still filled with the threat of terrorism and the possible military 
and political resurgence of socialism, communism, Russia and the 
Cold War. 

 

The message of “A Garden of Peace” is truly vital to us today. 



Legacy Wall 2013 



The Future?  A Project to Create Digital 3D 
Emergent Statues for the HCG 

Using Microsoft Photosynth Imaging  
or similar technology. 

Take images of something from everywhere representing the collective 
memory and create a new virtual model of it that is emergent and 

is greater than the sum of the parts. 

Microsoft pages: http://livelabs.com/photosynth/  
Full details and philosophy: 
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/blaise_aguera_y_arcas_demos_photosynth.html 
A summary: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p16frKJLVi0  

http://photosynth.net/vie
w.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-
b192-4c01-bc53-
d26c42c42150  

http://livelabs.com/photosynth/
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/blaise_aguera_y_arcas_demos_photosynth.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p16frKJLVi0
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150
http://photosynth.net/view.aspx?cid=d8ee8f97-b192-4c01-bc53-d26c42c42150


Hungarian Cultural Garden 
www.hungarianculturalgarden.org 

 
 

http://www.hungarianculturalgarden.org/

